
 

 

Astley & Buckshaw Junior FC Newsletter - 2nd Edition (September 2020) 

 

Chairman’s Update 
 
It has been a very difficult time over recent months for all of us and I’m glad to see that we are 
now getting back to some resemblance of normality regarding playing football. I’d like to thank 
all the parents, players and coaches in the club for their support over lockdown where the 
uncertainty of getting back to football has been a huge factor. The club took actions over recent 
months to ensure that when we did return to football, each team would be as best placed as 
possible to adhere to the FA guidance and get our members doing what they enjoy. It hasn’t 
been easy but with the commitment and dedication of the coaches, we are coming out of 
lockdown in a good place. 

Financially, the club has obviously taken a hit as we chose to stop taking monthly subscriptions, 
however due to how the club is operated we have been able to continue and plan for the future. 
I do know of some clubs who have lost a lot of teams and there are a couple of clubs struggling 
to continue due to the financial strains of recent months. One major impact of COVID has been 
that the company who manages all the school facility bookings has gone bust. SLS were a 
business who took all the bookings for our winter training arrangements and we as well as every 
other club in the area are now left in a position as to how we get use of facilities during winter. 
Work is going on behind the scenes with schools, but the process is very slow as schools aren’t 
committing to allowing use of some facilities. Two projects that are ongoing and will help our 
club are the council led Westway Development where we do have some provision for training 
from around the end of October and the Brookfields Development where work has now started 
again after some years of delay. News on these two facilities will follow in the coming months 
but it is good news for our club and the area.  

Over the coming weeks we will see the return of football in some sort of format like what we are 
used to, so I hope that everyone will embrace the changes and processes that we must follow 
and start enjoying grassroots football again. 

 

Kind Regards, 

Graeme Brown, 

Chairman 

Astley & Buckshaw JFC 



 

We need your help!  

Until recently, we had access to someone who would cut the grass at all of our sites 
(Derian, Westway and Euxton Cricket Club) and sadly now we are having to use a 
company who charge a lot more!  

We are looking for someone with a ride on mower and we will gladly pay a non 
commercial rate for them to cut the grass for us.  

As it stands, Managers and Coaches are doing this themselves on top of the usual 
responsibilities.  So really, this is an appeal to the parents, can you help? Or do you know 
someone who can?  If you do, please contact chairman@abjfc.co.uk 

 

 

Fancy being a Coach or 
Manager? 

Being a Manager can be hugely time 
consuming due to planning training 
sessions, arranging games, attending 
meetings and courses, but a little help 
goes a long way.  There are some 
teams with just one manager and no 
coaches, so why not get involved and  

 

help out your team? Please let your 
team Manager know if interested. 

Finally, the Under 7’s require a 
Manager.  They already have a 
couple of players but need more! Any 
new players out there? And any 
interested Managers please contact 
alexfoster121@yahoo.co.uk 

mailto:chairman@abjfc.co.uk
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Astley & Buckshaw Tiger Cubs 
(Development group) 

 

Any up and coming Harry Kane’s or 
Messi’s? Then check out the Tiger 
Cubs: 

 

❖ We welcome 4-6 years old 
(Reception and Year 1) 

❖ Get them ready for Under 7s team 
(Year 2) 

❖ We have Guest coaches and players 
(from other A&BJFC teams) 

❖ Currently train @ Euxton Cricket 
Club on Saturdays 11am – 12pm 

 

For more information, please contact; 
alexfoster121@yahoo.co.uk, 
abjfc_development@icloud.com and Mob = 
07305688253 (ring, text or whatsapp) 

 

 

 

A big thanks to  

Cafe Ambio! 

The under 10 whites have a 
new sponsor for the 2020/21 
season. 
 
Cafe Ambio in Astley Park has 
generously sponsored the kit. 
The squad went down to Cafe 
Ambio on Sunday 6th to meet 
the staff and to officially receive 
their new kit.  How exciting! 

 

 

 

Welfare  

The welfare of our players are number one priority.  All of our coaches are CRC checked 
and hold qualifications of at least FA level one as standard.  They are also first aid trained 
and hold safeguarding qualifications.  We work hard to ensure our players play in a safe 
environment but if you have any safeguarding concerns please get in touch with Stuart 
Cadman - stucadman@hotmail.com 

 

mailto:alexfoster121@yahoo.co.uk
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Let’s Celebrate!  
 

 

Under 8 blues 

The team continues to go from strength to strength and have been playing a number of 
friendlies against teams around the North West, regularly playing against teams a year 
older.  They have been victorious in all 9 games to date pre-season.  More recently, they 
were semi-finalists at a tournament losing out on a place in the final on penalties!  The 
socially distanced photo below was taken in early July at the first training session after 
lockdown, where last season’s trophies were handed out. 

 

 
U15 whites 

Have welcomed 3 new players to their team: 

● Adam Rourke has returned to the team after a year's break from football. 
● Harrison Perryn has signed from Euxton Villa Black’s and he’s currently a Chorley 

FC academy player. 
● Sam ‘Wolfy’ Wolfenden has also signed for the team - he has also signed from 

Euxton Villas Black and also captains Horwich St Mary’s on a Saturday. 

In the coaching department, Nathan Pond is continuing with the team for the foreseeable 
future and they now boast a goalkeeping coach in the ranks!  A real positive time to be 
involved with this team. 

 



 

Under 16’s Blue  

Last season finished a bit too early for our then U15 Blue team as they were top of their league 
and unbeaten in 11 games all season. Sadly, with the termination of last season the team 
weren’t awarded what would have been a second league title in a row. On the bright side, they 
have been promoted to the Premier League for this season where they hope to be challenging 
for the title again. 

The team has brought in some new players over the summer as some lads left at the end of last 
season. Over recent weeks, the squad have started to raise funds for a European Tournament 
which will hopefully be allowed to run sometime next year. They have their own hot drinks and 
refreshments table at all games, completed a 20km run and run football cards on a regular 
basis, all to raise funds. To add to this, they have been lucky enough to gain another sponsor. 
Wallgate Motor Factors who are based in Wigan, have kindly donated money so the lads can 
have an away kit. 

The team have played seven pre-season games already, winning six and losing one at home in 
a close game to Chorley FC. With the season due to start in mid-September, the lads are ready 
and raring to go! 

 

 

 

Covid Support Services 

We recognise there is a lot of uncertainty and anxiety due to the pandemic that has likely had an 
impact on your child’s/children’s emotional and mental wellbeing and not forgetting you too.  

To support you during this time we have included information of services provided both locally 
and nationally which we feel you may find useful. 

These services are provided online and have been commissioned by Health, Education and 
Social Care providers at no extra costs to you.   Many of the services can also be found on the 
Lancashire & South Cumbria Healthy Young Minds Website  
 
https://www.healthyyoungmindslsc.co.uk/home  
https://www.healthyyoungmindslsc.co.uk/information/professionals  
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A topic page for COVID-19 has been created specifically aimed at children and young people: 
https://www.healthyyoungmindslsc.co.uk/information/children-and-young-people/coronavirus  
Parents/carers/families webpages are still in development but we’ve added some resources on 
there about COVID-19 
https://www.healthyyoungmindslsc.co.uk/information/family-and-carers 
 
If you would prefer to talk, we have set up a 24/7 Freephone Local Wellbeing helpline to provide 
emotional support that can be accessed on 0800 915 4640.    Fully trained volunteers operate 
the helpline and offer their time to listen and support callers. 

 

Next Newsletter 

We are always on the look-out for news and information to include in our upcoming 
newsletters.  We write to all Managers asking for any updates, but as parents you can 
also play your part too - anything that you think may be of interest please contact Luis 
Weston - ljmw2@yahoo.co.uk 

 

 

https://www.healthyyoungmindslsc.co.uk/information/children-and-young-people/coronavirus
https://www.healthyyoungmindslsc.co.uk/information/family-and-carers
mailto:ljmw2@yahoo.co.uk

